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The school opened in 1954, but Olsen Middle School in Dania Beach might as well 

be brand-new because it just became an all-magnet school.

It's got a variety of programs for its students backed by a slogan: mission possible.

"Yes, mission possible, we set very high goals, every student has an individualized 

goal, we have department goals, we have a school-wide goal, and we work as a 

team because we believe that our mission is possible," said principal Valerie 

Harris.

They're justifiably proud of their student scientists -- they just won a Science 

Olympiad competition, but Olsen has what they call pathways for every type of 

student, including LEEO, which stands for Linking Education and Employment 

All-Magnet Olsen Middle School Sets Students on Pathway to 
Success
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The school opened in 1954, but Olsen Middle School in Dania Beach might as well be brand-new 
because it just became an all-magnet school. NBC 6's Ari Odzer reports.
(Published Monday, Feb. 4, 2019)

TRENDING STORIES

VIDEO

1
Girl Reunited With 

Yorkie Stolen From SW 
Miami-Dade Home

VIDEO

2
Man Uses 'Stand Your 

Ground' After Confrontation 
With Neighbor

VIDEO

3
Future of Common 

Core in Florida

VIDEO

4
Suspect Falls From 

Roof of SW Miami-Dade 
Home After Standoff

VIDEO

Promoted by Memorial Healthcare 
System

SPONSORED

5 Tips for Supporting 
Someone You Love 
Overcome Opioid Abuse

WEATHER FORECAST 

°
°

Olsen Middle School 
Sets Students on 
Pathway to Success

Western High School 
Student Shatters 
Expectations

Up Next

Meet the Finalists 
for Teacher of the 
Year

Opioid Crisis

Now Playing Sponsored

Local Weather U.S. & World Sports Health TechLocal Weather U.S. & World Sports Health TechLocal Weather U.S. & World Sports Health TechLocal Weather U.S. & World Sports Health TechHome News Weather Entertainment Investigations 65 ConnectHome News Weather Entertainment Investigations 65 ConnectHome News Weather Entertainment Investigations 65 ConnectHome News Weather Entertainment Investigations 65 ConnectLIVE TVLIVE TVLIVE TVLIVE TV °°°°

Page 1 of 4All-Magnet Olsen Middle School Sets Students on Pathway to Success - NBC 6 South Fl...

2/5/2019https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/BRAG-Olsen-Middle-School-505326511.html



NEWSLETTERS 

Receive the latest local updates in your inbox

Privacy policy | More Newsletters

Download the App

Available for IOS and Android 

Follow NBC 6

Twitter | Facebook | Instagram

Get the latest from NBC 6 anywhere, anytime

Outcomes. The LEEO kids are learning business and academic skills 

simultaneously.

• Western High School Student Shatters Expectations

"Eventually, they'll do three industry certifications in middle school, three industry 

certifications in high school, and that leads to a full scholarship in college," said 

Shekelia Harris, the LEEO teacher.

"So we start planting the vision now at the middle school level and preparing our 

children for career or the college path," principal Harris added.

They even have yoga at Olsen. The students asked for it as an elective, so it's now 

part of this all-magnet school's offerings, linked to physical education.

• Violinist Who Fled From Oppression Is Now South Florida Teacher

"So they get to choose an elective that's not just a random elective, but an elective 

that's attached to a career, an elective that's attached to a pathway," principal 

Harris said.

They call the magnet program the I Can Academy. The global scholars class is 

part of it. Students in the class interact with kids from all over the globe, 

collaborating on the same issues and problems, and expanding their worldviews in 

the process.

"Well, one of the biggest benefits is the interaction with other cultures, so a lot of 

times we focus on and we think of our culture and we don't understand that other 

cultures are affected differently by things," explained Tysheena Boggan, who 

teaches global studies.

• Alonzo and Tracy Mourning Senior High School Celebrates 10 Years

With so many opportunities, calling it Awesome Olsen Middle School sounds like 

they deserve the nickname.

Sign upEmail
Email

You May Like by TaboolaPromoted Links

Veterinarian: Add This One Thing To Your Cat'…
Ultimate Pet Nutrition

How To Turn Your Smartphone Into a Sma…
Dario Health

If Your Dog Licks Its Paws (Do This Every Da…
Dr. Marty

Palm Beach County Had Highest Rate of Overvotes: Report

Miami Dolphins Name Pats' Brian Flores as Head Coach

Page 2 of 4All-Magnet Olsen Middle School Sets Students on Pathway to Success - NBC 6 South Fl...

2/5/2019https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/BRAG-Olsen-Middle-School-505326511.html


